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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Columbia Basin Wildlife Areas   
Hidden along Interstate Highway 84 between Arlington 
and Hermiston are four small Wildlife Areas operated 
by the department.  The Power City, Irrigon, Willow 
Creek and Coyote Springs Wildlife Areas have been 
managed by the department through cooperative 
agreements with the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACOE), Bureau of Reclamation, and Bureau of 
Land Management for more than 60 years. These four 
Wildlife Areas range from 100 to 1,000 acres in size.  
Total acreage of the four areas is just less than 2,000 
acres.   

 
As economic development around the Port of Morrow 
continues, these four wildlife areas provide important 
wildlife habitat and access for hunters, anglers and the 
wildlife viewing public in the Columbia Basin.  They 
are little gems of habitat and public access in this area.  
Wildlife using these areas includes a wide variety of 
waterfowl and shore birds, and deer and elk as well as a 
number of native amphibians.  
 
Over the last 10 years Northeast Region staff has been 
working to enhance both the habitat and access to 
these areas.  Our efforts have included wetland 
restoration, dike repair, installing water control 
structures and replacement of waterfowl nesting 
structures.  Controlled burn and wetland disking have 
also been used to control vegetative overburden and 
maintain open water habitats and many upland habitats 
have been reseeded to native cover.   

 
 
 
A big problem in this area was the growth of Russian 
olive throughout much of this area.  Russian olive was 
actually introduced to this area by the department as 
part of a wildlife habitat and conservation effort in the 
1940’s and 1950’s.  While Russian olive took well to the 
climate of the Columbia Basin it, unfortunately, only 
provided marginal habitat for fish and wildlife and 
compromised some of the important wetland areas 
here. 
 
As a result of the restoration and enhancement efforts 
already implemented, use of these areas by waterfowl, 
shorebirds and painted turtles has increased.  Hunters, 
anglers and wildlife viewers are enjoying the 
improvements as well. 
 
Mid-Columbia Steelhead Conservation and 
Recovery Plan Implementation Update 
Mid-Columbia steelhead was listed as threatened under 
the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) in 1999.  
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission adopted 
the Conservation and Recovery Plan for Oregon 
Steelhead Populations in the Middle Columbia River 
Steelhead Distinct Population Segment (Plan) in 
February 2010 (see 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/CRP/mid_columbia_
river_plan.asp). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Plan has been embraced by NOAA Fisheries and 
many of our partners as the blueprint for recovering 
Oregon Mid-Columbia steelhead. While activities to 
restore and enhance these populations have been 
underway since the late 1990’s, the Commission’s  
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adoption of the Plan in 2010 added an important focus 
that was missing.  
 
Since Plan adoption, department staff and our 
cooperators have been very busy putting it to work. 
For the period February 2010 to June 2011 more than 
230 projects have been implemented to protect or 
enhance 240 miles of stream, 2,800 acres of riparian 
habitat and 45,500 acres of upland habitat.  Hundreds 
of agencies, tribes, watershed councils, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts (SWCD), irrigation districts, 
non-profit organizations, businesses, and individual 
landowners have worked hard to complete these 
projects.  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and 
the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) 
provided more than $28M to support this effort while 
US Forest Service, PGE, NOAA Fisheries, National 
Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and private 
individuals have provided funding as well. 
 
Other efforts have included hosting two habitat 
restoration project permitting workshops and a fish 
passage workshop to help restoration practitioners in 
central and northeastern Oregon better cope with the 
regulatory requirements necessary to implement many 
of the recovery projects planned.  Department staff has 
also collaborated with the State of Washington, our 
tribal co-managers and NOAA Fisheries to ensure our 
efforts are coordinated and lead to delisting of the 
entire Mid-Columbia Steelhead Distinct Population 
Segment (DPS).   
 
Northeast Region Fish Research has ramped up its 
efforts to monitor Mid-Columbia steelhead abundance 
and productivity, as well as changes in habitat quantity 
and quality to evaluate actions implemented under the 
Plan.   Most of the funding for this monitoring comes 
from BPA. 
 
These efforts are summarized in the 1st Annual Mid-
Columbia Progress Report issued earlier this year.  An 
e-version of the report can be found at: 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/CRP/docs/mid_colu
mbia_river/2010%202011_Mid%20C%20Annual%20
Report_Final_042012.pdf. 
 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Oregon Fires 
The Longdraw and Miller Homestead fires in the 
Malheur Watershed have been contained after burning 
555,000 and 161,000 acres respectively. These fires are  
believed to be the result of lightning strikes during the  
 
 

week of July 8.  District staff is in the process of 
evaluating the impacts from the fire and are engaging 
private landowners and BLM on emergency 
stabilization and long term restoration plans. Although 
there are reports of wildlife losses within the fire 
perimeter, losses do not appear to be significant. The 
long term loss of sagebrush steppe habitat is the 
greatest concern.  
 
The Long Draw fire located in the vicinity of Basque, 
Oregon, impacted 231,000 acres of core and 242,000 
acres of low density sage grouse habitat.  Fire intensity 
varied considerably with areas on the north end of the 
fire experiencing the highest intensity, resulting in areas 
with complete loss of vegetation.  Areas to the south 
show a mosaic burn pattern. Most of the core sage 
grouse habitat is in the southern portion of the fire. 
 
The Miller Homestead Fire impacted 149,000 acres of 
core and 11,000 acres of low density sage grouse 
habitat east and north of Frenchglen, Oregon.  The fire 
is currently 100% contained, but continues to burn 
inside the perimeter.  The burned area also 
encompasses a recently established bighorn sheep 
range on Picket Rim, an important winter range for 
Steens Mountain mule deer.   

 
 
High Desert Mountain Goats 
An aerial survey to determine sex and age composition 
of the Mount Jefferson mountain goat herd was 
conducted during July 16 and 17.   Flight conditions 
and visibility were somewhat hampered by cloud cover.  
A total of 29 goats were observed comprised of 11 
nannies, 10 kids, one billy, two yearlings, and five of 
unknown sex.  The presence of the kids indicates that 
the goats are reproducing well and overall survival 
appears to be good.   All satellite and VHF collars are 
still operating. 
 
On July 23 and 24 the Jefferson herd was 
supplemented with a release of 24 additional goats.  
The recently released group was comprised of 14 
nannies, one adult billy, six yearling females, two female 
kids, and one male kid.  Fourteen of the newly  
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released goats were fitted with VHF and/or GPS 
collars. 
 
Capture and release operations involved staff from  
ODFW (Northeast and High Desert Regions), The 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs, and the US 
Forest Service.  Financial assistance for collars was 
provided by the Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation, 
Safari Club International, and the local OHA chapters 
of Bend, Ochoco, Redmond, Josephine, Yamhill, 
Columbia Basin, and Lincoln. 
 

 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Steamboat Ladder Improvement Project 
Steamboat Ladder was constructed in the late 1950’s to 
improve passage for summer steelhead on Steamboat 
Creek.  Steelhead was historically able to pass 
Steamboat Falls, but only under a narrow range of flow 
conditions.  Construction of the ladder modified the 
existing falls, including blasting areas for ladder 
construction and pouring concrete on portions of the 
existing falls.  Since construction the ladder has had 
periodic issues with sedimentation, plugging, and safe 
access for maintenance to clear sedimentation and 
plugging.  In addition, periodic repairs have been 
required to the structure itself. 
 
Based on recent records, because of sediment load the 
ladder has been impassable until late June or early July 
approximately one out of every three years, potentially 
delaying summer steelhead migration.  In response to 
the need to reduce sediment load and improve the 
ability to clean the ladder at higher flows, numerous 
agencies and organizations have cooperated to develop 
engineering designs, raise funds, and begin ladder 
modifications.  Cooperators include ODFW (District 
offices, Recreation & Enhancement and Passage and 
Screening programs), the US Forest Service, The 
Steamboaters, and the North Umpqua Foundation.   
 
Construction began in early July, and is scheduled to be 
completed this fall.  Primary construction activities 
include the installation of a concrete wall and curb to 
deflect flow away from the ladder at high flow 
(allowing cleaning at higher flow), modifying ladder 
weirs by creating additional slots in the ladder to pass 
debris, adding gate controls to the water entrance/fish 
exits to minimize sediment load, and repairing and 
replacing concrete and rebar on portions of the falls.  
 

 
Steamboat Falls and Steamboat Ladder at summer 
flow. 

 
 

 
Steamboat Falls and Steamboat Ladder at normal 
winter flow. 

 
Butte Falls Hatchery Closure 
ODFW began construction and operation of Butte 
Falls Hatchery in 1916 for the production of rainbow 
trout.  The hatchery is located on 10 acres near the 
town of Butte Falls in the Southern Cascades. 
 
In the late 1930’s the Federal Bureau of Fisheries (now 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service) constructed a facility 
for incubating spring Chinook salmon eggs on a three 
acre parcel adjacent to the ODFW trout facility.  After 
the outbreak of World War II the Federal Department 
of the Interior transferred their property to ODFW, 
with a reversionary clause stipulating the return if 
ODFW discontinued use. 
 
From the 1940’s until the construction of Lost Creek 
Dam and the associated Cole Rivers Hatchery on the 
upper Rogue in 1978, salmon and steelhead for release 
into the Rogue were raised at Butte Falls Hatchery. 
 
All Rogue River hatchery fish are raised at Cole Rivers 
Hatchery; Butte Falls Hatchery was used to raise 
salmon and steelhead for other rivers in southwest 
Oregon.  Due to reductions of general fund moneys 
and ongoing fish health problems at Butte Falls 
Hatchery the decision to close the facility was made in 
August of 2010.  The fish that were raised at Butte Falls 
Hatchery were transferred to Cole Rivers Hatchery. 
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The water right for the Butte Falls Hatchery has been 
transferred to an instream water right on the South 
Fork Big Butte Creek to benefit fish; the fish 
propagation infrastructure was salvaged for use at other 
facilities; the diversion dam on the South Fork Big 
Butte Creek was removed and the Federal property has 
been returned to the US Dept. of the Interior. 
 
On July 24, 2012, the remaining ODFW property was 
transferred to the Butte Falls School District for use as 
an outdoor natural resource education site. This 
completes the disposal process approved by 
Commission action on December 2, 2011. 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Juvenile Chinook Studies  
Ongoing efforts by Regional fish research staff have 
resulted in tagging almost 15,000 juvenile Chinook in 
the Willamette system to date. This includes 
approximately 8,000 in the upper Willamette, 3,300 in 
the mid-Willamette, 2,500 in the McKenzie, 400 in the 
North Santiam, and 675 in the South Santiam.  This 
project is designed to study life histories including 
growth, relative abundance, rearing, and migration in 
the Willamette. 
 
A counting station at Willamette Falls detects tagged 
juvenile Chinook as they emigrate from the basin, and 
as of July 20, 2012 we have detected approximately 700 
fish this year.  Of the total detections, 217 were tagged 
in the mid-Willamette (6.6% of all tags), 391 in the 
upper Willamette (4.9%), 57 in the McKenzie (2.1%), 
eight in the North Santiam (2.0%), and five in the 
South Santiam (0.5%). 
 
Willamette Chinook have an interesting and complex 
life history, which includes rearing in the main stem 
Willamette. This year we have recaptured almost 400 
tagged wild juveniles with growth rates ranging from 
0.5 mm/day in the McKenzie to 0.7 mm/day in the 
Willamette.  The recent recapture of 50 juvenile 
hatchery Chinook that were released in the Middle 
Fork Willamette  revealed that these fish are also 
actively feeding and growing in the main stem habitat, 
with average growth of 0.8 mm/day. These fish have 
also been moving downstream at an average rate of 8 
km/day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recapture of juvenile hatchery Chinook salmon. 

 
As part of the effort to restore Chinook, studies are 
also being conducted on survival and passage at various 
Willamette hydro facilities. We released three groups of 
about 50,000 PIT-tagged juvenile Chinook in Hills 
Creek Reservoir, Lookout Point Reservoir, and the 
Dexter Dam tailrace (below the dam) on May 23.  
Through July 20, 2341 fish have been detected at 
Willamette Falls with 2171 from the group released 
below Dexter and 170 from the Lookout Point 
Reservoir release, about a 13:1 ratio of fish released 
below the dams vs. those released in the reservoirs.  No 
Hills Creek Reservoir fish have been detected 
downstream. 

 
Aerial Drones  
Five students from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University in Florida and their professor, Dr. Patrick 
Currier, are partnering with ODFW on an unmanned 
aerial vehicle project on the Oregon coast.  The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has agreed to 
partner with us on this project as well.  USFWS is also 
interested in this technology for wildlife surveys.  
 

 

Dr. Currier and his students have designed a vehicle 
capable of flying in our coast’s high wind conditions in 
order to take aerial photos of cormorant colonies.  
ODFW staff toured several colony sites with the 
Embry-Riddle crew, who believe their vehicle should 
be fully capable of taking aerial photos of our seabird  
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colonies on offshore rocks.  We are conducting field 
tests and hope to fly over Oregon’s offshore rocks 
once appropriate permissions are obtained. 

 
Angling Equipment Libraries  
The Mid-Coast Salmon and Trout Enhancement 
Program (STEP) biologist has placed angling 
equipment for public use at the Recreation Center in 
Newport, Driftwood Public Library in Lincoln City, 
and the Neighbors for Kids Center in Depoe Bay. The 
equipment is available for check out to kids ages 3-17 
years, and there are both fishing poles with extra tackle 
and Backyard Bass cast practice poles with plastic fish 

for loan. In addition 
to individual check-
out, the equipment is 
being used for 
various summer 
camp programs. The 
Youth Services 
Coordinator at the 
Driftwood Library in 
Lincoln City is also 
using the cast practice 
poles for children’s 
activities inside the 
library. 
 

The Mid-Coast angler library program was funded 
through a Salmon and Trout Advisory Committee 
(STAC) mini grant awarded this spring.  
 
Aggressive Coyote  
On June 21 ODFW Tillamook staff responded to a 
report of a non-lethal coyote attack on a young girl at 
Nehalem Bay State Park.  The 5-year old girl was 
transported to Seaside Hospital and later to a Portland 
Hospital for further treatment after receiving bite 
wounds from this animal encounter.  This was one of 
several coyote-related incidences that had occurred very 
recently in the Park.   
 

 
 
An aggressive coyote at the Park had been involved in 
several incidents – all involving children – prior to the  
 
 

bite.  Coyotes had previously followed and approached  
others at the park, especially dog-walkers, although no 
actual attacks were reported.  After an incident in May, 
ODFW met with park staff and law enforcement 
agencies and warning signs were posted. No further 
incidents were reported for a month or so prior to the 
night of the attack on the five year-old child.  On the 
evening that the bite occurred the coyote also came 
into contact with at least three other children, none of 
whom were alone, either tugging at loose clothing from 
behind or actually running into them and tackling them 
to the ground before being chased off.  After the biting 
incident, personnel from the ODFW, Oregon State 
Police, Oregon State Parks, the Manzanita Police 
Department and Wildlife Services developed a 
response plan.  The plan included removal of coyote(s) 
from the state park to reduce the risk of further 
incidences and to test animals for possible disease 
exposure since a human victim was involved. 
 
Wildlife Services collected a coyote that was likely the 
animal involved in the incident from the park soon 
after the plan was implemented.  Necropsy results from 
the OSU lab revealed that the coyote tested negative 
for rabies and appeared otherwise healthy when taken.  
Media coverage was fairly extensive, but not 
unfavorable to the agencies involved.  Parks has 
indicated that they will monitor the situation, with no 
further coyote control plans at the moment.   
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Education on the Road 
ODFW is working with Bowtech Archery of Eugene to 
fully equip two trailers to support archery events 
throughout the state.  Bowtech generously donated 20 
bows for the trailer, and the company graphics team is 
designing the trailer “skin.”  The trailers will be fully 
equipped with bows, arrows, targets and all the 
equipment and supplies necessary for workshops, 
classes, and other events.  These are the department’s 
first archery trailers and will enable ODFW to increase 
the availability of archery instruction throughout the 
state. Bowtech is also developing an informational flyer 
that will provide participants with information on the 
“next steps” in adopting archery as a recreational 
activity.   According to the Archery Trade Association, 
interest in archery and sales of archery equipment is 
steadily increasing across the United States. 
 
ODFW is also equipping six additional trailers for use 
at Family Fishing Events, workshops, clinics and other 
fishing programs throughout the state. Funding for the 
trailers and equipment came from the Restoration and  
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Enhancement Program (R&E) and the Beulah Drake 
Grants Program through the Oregon Wildlife Heritage 
Foundation.  Each trailer will be equipped with 60 rods 
and reels, supplies, materials and other equipment.  The 
trailers will also include copies of the “River of 
Knowledge” teaching tools. The large vinyl banners are 
laid on the ground and life-sized fish are attached to 
illustrate stream anatomy and fish location. The 
“River” is an effective and popular method of teaching 
aquatic ecology, stream conservation and fishing 
techniques. ODFW currently has seven mobile angling 
centers which helped reach more than 5,000 
participants at more than 40 Family Fishing Events, 
workshops, clinics and other events throughout the 
state in 2011. The six additional trailers will be made 
available to staff and volunteers for use at events 
throughout the state.  
 
ODFW is also wrapping up work on a mobile 
aquarium that can easily be transported and set up at 
workshops and other events.  The trailer mounted 
aquarium will display Oregon sportfish species at 
workshops, classes and other events throughout the 
state.  The trailer and aquarium was paid for through a 
R&E Program grant.  One of the first uses will be at 
the Oregon State Fair in Salem in late August. 
 
 

CONSERVATION STRATEGY 
Andrea Hanson, Interim Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator 
 
ODFW Application of the Oregon Conservation 
Strategy 
The Wildlife Division recently conducted an exercise to 
examine the agency’s utilization of the Oregon 
Conservation Strategy (Strategy). District Wildlife 
Biologists were asked to provide summaries of their 
application of the Strategy over the last two years, and 
prioritize future species survey and monitoring data 
needs. District reports provided great examples of how 
staff is successfully incorporating the Strategy into new 
and existing projects. They also provided insight on 
potential areas in need of improvement and will be 
used to concentrate future efforts.  
 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

Japan Tsunami Marine Debris and Invasive 
Species 
The entire world has been captivated by the arrival of 
Japan tsunami marine debris on the west coast of the 
United States. Generated by the tragic tsunami that hit 
Japan in March 2011, the debris field is large and will  
 

continue to wash ashore for years to come.  To date, 
the most high-profile piece of debris – a 66-foot long 
segment of floating dock – landed on Agate Beach, in 
Newport, Oregon on June 5, 2012. It brought with it 
an intact community of coastal organisms from Japan – 
several of which are known to be invasive species in 
other areas of the world. It is an unprecedented event 
on our shores, and a new vector for invasive species. 

 
The dock, prior to removal of biological material, with MRP biologist 
Mitch Vance. 

 
The dock, itself, has elicited a remarkable response 
across the globe including media attention, scientific 
inquiry, and management concern, all focused on how 
best to address the issue of tsunami marine debris that 
carries living organisms.  
 
Our immediate concern is that these organisms – 
native to Japan – have the ability to establish 
themselves on Oregon’s coast.  Some of the organisms 
on board the dock were what we consider to be the 
“usual suspects,” i.e. species that commonly arrive on 
our shores on marine debris. The others were species 
that are not yet present in Oregon. Two species in 
particular – the Northern Pacific Sea Star and Undaria 
Seaweed – are of particular concern as potentially 
harmful invasive species since they are on the “100 
Worst Invaders” list.  
 
When the dock arrived, Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, ODFW’s Marine Resources Program 
(MRP), and Oregon State University (OSU) responded 
immediately to the situation. OSU collected samples 
and spearheaded species identification. MRP moved in 
to remove the organisms from the dock. It took 12 
MRP staff three days to remove over 2 tons of 
biological material. MRP then worked with Oregon 
Parks and Recreation Department staff to dispose of 
the material, burying it above the high tide line where 
the organisms would die before they were able to 
establish new populations.  
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While the dock soon will be gone (removal is occurring 
this week), the issue of tsunami debris will remain. The 
dock’s arrival and the thorough and rapid response 
demonstrated Oregon’s readiness to respond, despite 
the fact that the dock arrived much sooner than 
scientists and models predicted. In fact, Oregon has 
been planning for the landfall of tsunami debris for 
some time and ODFW’s role in the response – to 
address the invasive species risk assessment and 
response – is well-defined. There are still unanswered 
questions about how debris response and removal will 
be paid for but the processes and procedures are in 
place. MRP will work in conjunction with our state and 
federal partners to ensure that the response is 
coordinated and effective. ODFW website: 

http://tinyurl.com/oregonmarineinvasives. 
 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE FISH 
AND WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Poaching continues to be a problem 
An eight-month investigation by Oregon State Police 
(OSP) Fish & Wildlife Division, with the assistance of 
U.S. Forest Service law enforcement and Deschutes 
County Sheriff's Office, led to multiple wildlife-related 
charges for three individuals involved with the unlawful 
take and waste of deer and elk in the Metolius Wildlife 
Management Unit. 
 
Senior Trooper Mark Prodzinski and Senior Trooper 
Charles Lindberg began the investigation when it was 
discovered that locks had been shot off gates leading to 
critical mule deer winter range habitat. Headless mule 
deer bucks were found and their meat wasted, as were 
mule deer does that were shot and left to waste. 
 
OSP Fish & Wildlife troopers worked Wildlife 
Enforcement Decoy (WED) operations and late night 
patrols in the area with the assistance of air flight 
patrols. During the investigation, troopers found other 
evidence of illegal deer poaching in different areas of 
the Metolius Unit. 
 
Evidence accumulated during the investigation 
identified three male suspects ages 17 years and (2) 18 
year olds who are facing charges in Deschutes, 
Jefferson and Jackson counties.  
 
One 18-year old suspect was taken into custody and 
lodged in the Deschutes County Jail on local area 
charges. He was also cited to appear in Jefferson 
County Circuit Court on charges for allegations in that  
 
 
 

County. The other 18-year old male was cited to appear 
on charges in Jackson County.  The third male (17 
years old) was cited to appear in Jefferson County 
Circuit Court for Taking Deer Closed Season and 3 
counts of Aiding in a Wildlife Violation. 
 
Charges for one 18 year old male include Taking Deer 
Closed Season (Jefferson - 8 counts, Deschutes - 1 
count); Taking Elk Closed Season (Jefferson - 2 
counts); Waste of Wildlife - Deer (Jefferson - 7 counts, 
Deschutes - 1 count); Waste of Wildlife - Elk 
(Deschutes - 2 counts); and, Hunting with Aid of 
Artificial Light (Jefferson - 3 counts). 
 
The second 18 year old male was cited in Jackson 
County for Unlawful Possession of Deer Parts (6 
counts). He was also cited to appear in Deschutes and 
Jefferson counties for Taking Deer Closed Season 
(Jefferson - 5 counts, Deschutes - 1 count); Waste of 
Wildlife (Jefferson - 3 counts, Deschutes - 1 count); 
Hunting with Aid of Artificial Light (Jefferson - 3 
counts); and Criminal Mischief in the First Degree 
(Jefferson - 1 count). 
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